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TRACK: Pursuit, sprint,
time trials, madison, keirin

ROAD
Mass start
endurance
race

TIME TRIAL
Race against clock 

MOUNTAIN
Cross-country

Aerobars for
streamlined
posture

Bullhorns
for explosive

start
Aerobars

Aerodynamic
disk wheel

Thin
tyres

Fewer gears

Front
and rear

derailleur gears

Lightweight
frame

Standard racing
handlebars with
brake and shift
lever mountings

Carbon-fibre rim and radial
spokes for low weight

Flat, stiff carbon-fibre monocoque
frame for optimum
aerodynamics

Offset
wheels

“Fixed” wheel – no
brakes or gears.
Pedal backwards 
to slow bike

Sloping frame geometry
Deep
tread and
tough, wide
alloy rims

Front suspension only – low
weight but good traction on

rough terrain

Short wheelbase –
less clearance needed
between pedals and front wheel

Straight
handlebars

Sources: UCI, Athens 2004 Organising Committee for the Olympic Games

The four main cycling disciplines
require distinct types of equipment to suit surface
conditions and riding styles specific to each event
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Vouliagmeni Olympic Centre / Olympic
Velodrome / Parnitha MTB Venue
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