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“Hobart’s Funnies” –
weapons of the 79th
Armoured Division

The successes of the D-Day landings were in large measure due
to specially equipped vehicles termed Hobart's Funnies. Named
after their inventor, Major General Percy Hobart, the tanks could
clear minefields, cross ditches and lay roadways over the beaches

Sources: Hobart's Funnies by Edward Willett, Imperial War Museum

German Panzer tank:
Most powerful tank in
service. Main armament:
75mm gun firing KwK-42

armour-piercing shell

Churchill AVRE – Army
Vehicle Royal Engineers:
Carried fascines – large
bundles of wood used for
crossing anti-tank
ditches

Sherman M4:
Sherman Crab
cleared path through
minefield by flailing
ground with chains
ending in fist-sized
steel balls. Main gun
fired 17-pounder
armour-piercing shell

Armoured Ramp Carrier – ARK:
Turretless tank with ramps
attached to
front and rear
that could
extend
50 feet

Vehicles rolled up one
set of ramps, across flat

top of ARK to scale
obstacles such as seawalls

Carpet laying vehicles: Known as Bobbins,
Churchill tanks laid track of coarse hessian
cloth, reinforced with steel
poles, over soft sand and clay


