
© GRAPHIC NEWS

1

2

3

4
1. Launch: Missile’s
infrared seeker locks
on to aircraft heat
signature

3. Blinded:
Infrared laser
jams seeker,
blinding missile

2. Tracking:
DIRCM radar
detects launch and
assesses threat

4. Knock-out:
System confirms
threat has failed
and re-sets

DIRCM:
Pod containing laser
mounted on underside
of fuselage. 360-degree
system automatically
detects, tracks and
jams missile

Infrared laser to protect civilian aircraft 
An Anglo-American team has developed a system to defeat the threat of

shoulder-launched heat seeking missiles. The Directed InfraRed Counter-
Measures system – codenamed Nemesis and first deployed during the Iraq

conflict – uses an intense laser to scramble a missile’s guidance system
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