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Global illicit
drug trends

Almost one in 20 people over the age of 15 abuses illicit drugs. Cannabis is
used by some 163 million people and amphetamines – including ecstasy –
by 34 million. Opium and heroin is abused by about 15 million people and
cocaine by 14 million, according to the UN’s Global Illicit Drug Trends 2003
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