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Paying for European Union enlargement
Most of the tough talking over EU expansion concerns money – how much
present member states are willing to pay, and how little the new ones are
prepared to accept. Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy – affecting

valuable farming subsidies – is a particularly sensitive issue
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CAP spending –

41.5bn – accounts
for over half the EU

budget. France gets
almost 25% of total.
CAP to be frozen at

45bn from 2007

Amount variable,
usually    3-4bn.
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Net beneficiaries
Countries receiving
more than they
pay into EU
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Who pays what
to the EU? (2002)
Germany 24.4%

UK 14.3%

Holland 6.5%
Belgium 3.9%
Denmark 2.0%
Finland 1.5%
Ireland 1.4%

Greece 1.6%

Portugal
1.5%Luxembourg 0.2%

France 16.7%

Italy 13.0%

Spain 7.7%
Sweden 2.7%
Austria 2.5%

CAP payments phased in starting at 25% of existing rate 
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