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New test can spot anthrax in 15 minutes

Source:
Alexeter
Technologies

A new $20, 15-minute test kit is enabling bio-terrorism response teams to
check for the presence of anthrax in the field rather than wait 48 hours for
a bacterial culture to be grown and tested in a specialised laboratory

Sample taken of suspect powder or nasal
swab – mixed with aqueous solution

BTA test strip
Encased test strip contains
antibodies specific to anthrax.
Antibodies react with sample to
reveal printed red stripes underneath

Antibodies detach
from surface and
migrate along strip

Negative result: Single red
stripe in control window
Positive result: Red stripe in
both sample and control window

Sample port Sample window Control window
Embedded microchip

retains test results
Lateral-flow immunochromatography

Test
strip
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Test
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Optically analyses test strip for greater accuracy. “Chain
of custody” of sample recorded for criminal investigation

Tests also available for Ricin, botulinum toxin,
Staphococcal Enterotoxin B and bubonic plague

Five drops placed on to
test strip sample port
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