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Environment:
Bush’s hostility
to Kyoto treaty
on global
warming and
support for drilling
for oil and gas in
Alaska – to reduce
reliance on OPEC – 
likely to become
domestic policy issue

withdraw 10,100
U.S. troops – out
of NATO’s 63,100 –
from Bosnia and
Kosovo could lead
to serious split
between NATO
and proposed EU
rapid-reaction

force

NATO: Rice’s
proposal to

National Missile Defence (NMD):
Rumsfeld’s 1998 report told Congress that
North Korea, Iraq, Libya and Iran could
field a missile capable of striking U.S.
territory within five years. The $60 billion
NMD requires UK’s high-speed early
warning systems at Fylingdales and
Menwith Hill in North Yorkshire

European Union: Faltering dollar has boosted
euro. Dramatic changes under way as EU
expands from current 15 nations to 26.
Current population of 370 million – with GDP
matching that of America’s $9 trillion a year –
is heading for over 500 million within a decade

New world order: Now based on
geo-economics, not Cold War
geo-politics. Bush will get his first
taste in April at the Summit of the
Americas. Bush hopes to nail down
agreement to make entire Western
hemisphere a free trade zone by
the year 2005

OPEC: Hawks in
11-member cartel want
to cut production, to hike
price to preferred $28/barrel

Russia: Under firm new hand
of President Vladimir Putin –
pledged to re-establish
Russia’s greatness. Putin
will challenge Bush’s
NMD by selling arms
to Iran and China

Middle
East:
Collapse
of peace
process

U.S. economy: Slowdown
at end of very long boom. Canada,
Mexico and Malaysia – whose exports
to U.S. account for up to one-third of
GDP – likely to be hardest hit; followed by
South Korea and Taiwan. Bush wants massive
$1.6 trillion tax give-away to stave off recession

Asia-Pacific:
Fledgling democracies in
Indonesia, Thailand
and Philippines all
susceptible to military
coups following four years
of economic and political crises

Australasia: This year
marks 50th anniversary of
ANZUS – defence treaty between U.S.,
Australia and New Zealand. Expect
special honouring of partnership. Also
strengthening of Echelon spy network
between U.S. National Security Agency,
Canada, UK, Australia and New Zealand

Africa: Bush
team has little interest
in strife-torn continent
following 1992 decision
by Bush’s father and
Colin Powell to send
U.S. troops into
Somalia – Operation Restore Hope – and
subsequent deaths of American soldiers.
Cheney opposed sanctions against apartheid
South Africa, and voted in Congress in 1986
against resolution calling for release of Nelson
Mandela. Expect less cash for United Nations
interventions in African conflicts and reduced
U.S. support for vitally needed debt relief

Japan: World’s
biggest debtor

has been trying
to pull economy

out of 10-year
slump

China: Pace of
change threatens political

system – 100 million
unemployed

Drugs: CIA
has been

tasked with
review of America’s

$1.6 billion Plan
Colombia drug war.

Commitment of more
troops could result

in Vietnam-style
war and domestic

political fallout
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Vice President 
Dick Cheney: 
Former defence 
secretary under  
Bush’s father, 
during world of 
Soviet “evil 
empire,” and 
Gulf War

Colin Powell: 
Secretary of 
State – former 
Chairman of Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 
Believes in U.S. 
intervention only 
with massive 
force and an exit 
strategy

Condoleezza 
Rice: National 
Security 
Adviser – made 
her name as an 
expert on Soviet  
affairs during 
the final years of 
the Soviet Union

Donald 
Rumsfeld: 
Defence – 
former defence 
secretary under 
President Ford 
in the mid-70s – 
the aftermath of 
Vietnam War 
and Watergate 

NORTH KOREA
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World the Bush
team inherits

George W. Bush’s “old crowd” Republican national security team presents a unilaterist
approach to the world – the U.S. should look after itself and leave others to deal with the
rest – yet few events in the world they have inherited will have no effect on America


