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Mexico’s “smoking mountain” erupts

Source: Reuters

Thousands of residents are being evacuated as the volcano Popocatepetl
spews molten rock into the skies surrounding Mexico City. There are fears
that an explosive lava dome forming within the crater could create a deadly
pyroclastic flow – fast-moving, super-heated gas, ash and fragmented rock
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“Popo” is 5,452m high –
second highest volcano in

North America. Last eruption
of any force was in 1924

Magma chamber
Expansion of magma
increases pressure

Alternate
layers of lava and

pyroclastic material

Crater
600m
deep

Pico del Fraile
Remains
of earlier
volcano

Spatter cone
Built up on main vent


