Ehud Barak’s Lebanese front

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak’s popular election promise of a unilateral
withdrawal of 1,500 Israeli troops by July 7 will end a 22-year presence in
Lebanon. Beirut and Syria have warned Israel to expect frontier violence if

withdrawal does not coincide with a peace deal returning the Golan to Syria
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Unilateral withdrawal:

Will require massive Israeli
force to repel future attacks.
Inter-religious tension likely to
| escalate between Shia Muslims,
350,000 Sunni Muslim Palestinian
refugees, Druze and Christians

Sources: International Institute of Strategic Studies, Reuters
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