Probes visit Mars’ polar region

When the Mars Polar Lander touches down on
the south pole of the Red Planet on Friday, the
experiments it will carry out will pave the way

for an eventual manned exploration of the planet.
The lander’s most important task is to look for
water on Mars’ barren surface. Water is a vital
resource for astronauts and its presence could
give clues to where life on Mars — even in its
most primitive form — might have existed
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