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July 15, 1099: In an act which has shaped all subsequent relations
between the Western and Islamic worlds, the Crusader siege of the
Muslim-held Holy City of Jerusalem ended with the massacre of 40,000
non-Christians. Ironically, the Jewish population – now embodied by
the State of Israel and aligned with the West – were among the victims

Christians: Crusades marked ascendancy of Western
Catholicism over Eastern Orthodox church and
eventual downfall of Byzantine Empire
Muslims: Entire population killed. Massacre marked
low point in relationship with Christian world 
Jews: Entire population killed. Previously enjoyed
freedom of worship and growing prosperity. Crusades
marked beginning of anti-Semitic pogroms in Europe
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The siege of Jerusalem
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Pope Urban II to ‘liberate’
Jerusalem promised soldiers
entrance to heaven – with
hope of spoils of war
from wealthy east
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F I R S T  C R U S A D E  –  9 0 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y
Christians apologise for Crusades

First Crusade – route to the Holy Land

Turbulent times in the Holy City


