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The lion, the comet and the light show
On November 17 the annual metor shower known as the Leonids should peak
with an intensity not seen for more than three decades, providing a dramatic
spectacle with the promise of an even brighter show
next year. The meteors – debris released from
the tail of comet Tempel-Tuttle – become
a deluge every 33 years, when the
comet’s orbit passes particularly
close to the sun
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Sources: www.spacer.com, www.aero.org, Cambridge Atlas of Astronomy

Meteorites: Meteors range in size from
dust-sized particles to objects metres
across. Most meteors burn up in the Earth’s
atmosphere; the few that crash to
earth are called meteorites   
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