Despite Japan’s worst fiscal crisis since the war, the $100m Planet-B probe

will launch on July 4 in a mission to study the Martian atmosphere and its

depletion by solar wind. This should shed new light on the theory of life on
the red planet — and enable a better understanding of climate change on Earth
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Planet-B aims to reveal how much levels have
. changed, and whether there was ever sufficient
‘ oxygen — and therefore water — to sustain life
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