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Promises, promises: the birth of a nation
Born out of the Jews’ 2,000 year-old spiritual desire to return to their ‘Promised Land’, the origins
of the modern state of Israel are a mire of vague and broken promises, mostly made to enlist
both Jewish and Arab support in World War One. The violence that has dogged the country ever
since is a direct consequence of those exaggerated hopes and subsequent sense of betrayal

McMahon-Huseyn 1915
In exchange for support in the war
with the Ottoman Empire, Britain gives
vague promises of an independent
Arab state in the Middle East

Sykes-Picot Agreement 1916
Preparing to advance, Britain and France
plan to create semi-independent Arab
nation in Ottoman Middle East; Palestine
to remain under Allied control

Balfour Declaration 1917
Britain recognises Zionist aspirations
favouring ‘the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people’
– but no commitment to independence
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Sources: Origins and Evolution of the Arab-Zionist Conflict, Israel: A History, The Question of Palestine

Palestine
falls to
British
Army
1918

British promise of
1915 excludes western

Syria – where population
‘cannot be said to be purely
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