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Forty years after the first black African nation gained independence,
civil wars continue to threaten millions of people in more than a dozen
countries. Reluctant to involve their own troops, America, Britain and
France are planning to train African peacekeeping forces instead

Africa’s answer
to civil war

Congo Brazzaville
Former military ruler Denis 
Sassou Nguesso and his 

Cobra Militia have the upper hand 
in a power struggle with president Pascal 
Lissouba. The four-month civil war has 
claimed some 4,000 lives. The French are 
said to support Nguesso; Israelis, working 
with the U.S., are helping Lissouba. 
Angolan government forces have taken 

Congo Kinshasa
Having overthrown 
Zaire’s dictator Mobutu 

Sese Seko, strongman 
Laurent Kabila is stalling on both 
setting an election date and 
allowing the UN to investigate the 
fate of 200,000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees, believed to have been 
massacred by Kabila’s forces

The 22-year civil war, which has 
claimed 1.5 million lives, drags 

on as forces of President José 
Eduardo dos Santos and rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi  battle for 
control of the eastern diamond 
mines. Government forces are 

Angola: War goes on

South Africa: Dominant political and
economic force in southern Africa. Exports
have soared four-fold since President Nelson
Mandela’s African National Congress came
to power in 1994

Zimbabwe: President
Robert Mugabe has
renewed threats to confiscate
white-owned farms to resettle
landless black peasants

Uganda, Tanzania:
Free-market success

FRANCE:
$30m to train
and equip an
African
peacekeeping
force based
in Ivory Coast

UNITED
STATES:
$35m set aside for
African Crisis
Response Initiative
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Sources: BBC, Jane’s Foreign Report, Economist 

With elections due by 
year’s end, old guard 
President Daniel arap 
Moi is resisting pressure 
for change. Violence and 
an IMF-led aid freeze is 
threatening the economy

Kenya: Facing ruin

Liberia: Peace at last
Following his landslide victory at 
the polls President Charles 

Taylor must resettle 700,000 
refugees left after a seven-year civil war 
which killed over 150,000 people

Sierra
Leone
Suspended 

from the 
Commonwealth after 
freely elected 
President Ahmed 
Tejan Kabbah was 
ousted in a coup last 
May. Despite 
presence of Nigerian 
‘peacekeepers’, 
rioting, looting and 
fighting continues

Somalia
Faction 
leaders 

Hussein 
Aideed and Osman 
Hassan Ali Atto have 
signed a ceasefire, 
promising to forgive 
and forget the past. 
Somalia has had no 
central government 
since the overthrow of 
dictator president 
Mohamed Siad 
Barre in 1991

Sudan
The civil war 
in Sudan, 

pitting the Muslim 
fundamentalist regime 
(mainly Arab) against 
the predominantly black, 
Christian Sudan 
People’s Liberation 
Army in the south is 
getting more violent. 
The rebels are 
supported with arms and 
safe havens by Eritrea, 
Ethiopia and Uganda

BOTSWANA

Expelled from the Commonwealth 
following the execution of playwright 
Ken Saro-Wiwa in 1995. The human 
rights performance of General Sani 
Abacha’s military junta is widely 
condemned and oil-rich Nigeria has 
earned the accolade of the world’s most 
corrupt country

Nigeria: Most corrupt country


