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Colombia
Fish catches
down 20%

Indonesia
World’s third

leading coffee
producer – crop

down 25%

Australia
Dryness in Australia’s

grainbelt threatens
wheat production. Crops
dying in parts of NSW.
Fear of repeat of 1982
‘Ash Wednesday’ bush

fire catastrophe

Peru

Africa
Damage to corn crops
in sub-Saharan Africa

India, Sri Lanka, Thailand
Abnormally low rainfall during

monsoon season threatening tea
harvests in India and Sri Lanka,
Thai sugar cane crop down 15%
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Philippines
Drought reducing

rice harvest by 15%

United States
Parts of northwest U.S. have had
rainfall 200% above normal for

this time of year. Record
snowfalls in Rocky Mountains

China
Drought affecting
20m hectares of

arable land in
north, grain harvest

threatened by
flooding in south
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Meteorologists predict that an El Niño weather system building up
in the Pacific could be one of the most damaging this century. The
most serious El Niño – Spanish for The Christ Child – occurred in
1982-83, costing $13.6 billion in damage to crops and livelihoods
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El Niño’s impact
on the weather
1. Trade winds: Normally push warm
surface water away from South American
coast towards Australia and Philippines
2. Western Pacific: Sea becomes
several degrees warmer and a metre
higher than on eastern side of ocean
3. Upwelling: Cold sub-surface
water from Humboldt current replaces
surface water. Nitrates and phosphates,
nutrients in colder water, encourage
growth of plankton – fish stocks thrive
4. El Niño: Trade winds drop every
two to seven years. Warm water surges
back across Southern Pacific halting
upwelling of cold water, decimating
regional fish population and
threatening storms, droughts
and high winds
around the world
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 Floods in Peru and Chile.
Warm currents, 5°C above

normal, have forced
anchovy and Pacific sardine
to move offshore to colder
waters – out of range of

small Peruvian fishing boats


