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Hit a snag

Life seldom runs smoothly. When a 
problem rears its head, things are said to 

have hit a snag. The word ‘snag’ is 
Scandinavian in origin and means a 
spike or jagged projection. Migrants 

took the word to America where it was a 
common comment on the Mississippi 

river boats whenever they hit a 
submerged tree stump


