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New pump helps

heart patients
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A revolutionary new pump to assist the function of the heart has been approved
for sale by U.S. authorities. Implanted in the abdomen, the air-driven device —
which is now available for worldwide sale — remains attached to the heart until
donor organs become available. In clinical trials it has doubled the survival rate
of patients awaiting transplants
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1. ‘Old’ blood — to be pumped to
lungs to receive oxygen — enters
heart through right atrium
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An alternative, battery-powered, device which has
supported patients for as long as 17 months is
currently undergoing clinical trials. This would allow
patients to live at home while awaiting transplants
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