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and troops were ordered instead to reinforce

ghting for a foothold

The first of 29,000 men of the 3rd
British Division landed at La Bréche

at 7:25am - following air and naval
bombardment of German defences —
and by 10:00am had secured the beach.
The intended target was the city of Caen,

but this objective had to be abandoned
owing to delays in getting armour ashore
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German defences: Colleville: 716th
Static Division HQ defended by 270
men. 21st Panzer Division (Caen),
22nd Panzer Regiment

Sherman DD (Duplex Drive)

A collapsible canvas screen provided
the buoyancy for this amphibious
conversion of a standard Sherman
tank. Twin screw propellers enabled
speeds in the water of up to 4.3 knots.
The screen was jettisoned on landing,
blown off by a small explosive charge
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