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Cocaine seizures hit new UK record
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2.2 tonnes of cocaine
seized in the UK with a
street value of £328.5m.

60% of all cocaine
seizures are of crack

1984: Crack
spreads to
New York

1988: First crack
seizures in UK

1991: Aviemore –
500kg cocaine
seized

1992: Felixstowe –
record seizure of
900kg cocaine

1980: Crack first
appears in Watts
ghetto of Los
Angeles

Crack cocaine
Smokable derivative of
cocaine. Induces intense
euphoria within seconds
followed by craving for more.
Withdrawal leads to severe
depression and psychological
problems

Cocaine seizures rose to a record 2.2 tonnes last year, according to the latest
Home Office figures. Although most continues to come from Venezuela and

Colombia, eastern Europe, Nigeria and the Iberian peninsula are increasingly
being used as transit points. Customs officers at London’s three main airports,

Heathrow, Stansted and Gatwick, seized cocaine valued at £33.7 million


