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plantation: 300 killed,
755 wounded when Liberian
rebels attack refugee camp

Greenville

Monrovia

Politics: 1847 – declared independent
republic; 1979 – Samuel Doe seizes power in
military coup; 1985 – Doe’s government retains
power in elections despite claims of vote rigging by
opposition parties; 1989 – Charles Taylor (former Doe aide)
leads rebel invasion; 1990 – President Doe murdered
Land: Bordered by Sierra Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast.
The country covers 42,900 square miles of West Africa
Population: 2.3 million – more than half are refugees
Economy: Unable to repay foreign debt – suspended from
International Monetary Fund. Main income from iron ore mining

December 1989:
Taylor leads invasion

from Ivory Coast
sparking civil war

that costs
60,000 lives

in 1990
alone

LIBERIA

Liberian rebels massacre refugees

G U I N E A

The West African army – a 12,000-strong
coalition force set up to stop the civil war in
Liberia – claims to have intercepted a radio
message two weeks ago in which guerilla leader
Charles Taylor is alleged to have given the order
to unleash a ‘reign of terror’ on Liberian refugees


