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Britain’s ‘lethal’ weapon

Firing pins
break

Trigger prone
to sticking.
Weapon jams
in single-shot
mode

Bayonets fall off during
combat. Tips blunt easily

Sand enters
mechanism
easily

Bipod legs
fall off in
deployed
position

Cleaning rod
too short
for barrel

Faulty catch allows
magazine to fall out
when rifle is slung
across soldier’s chest

Ammunition
undercharged,
bullets deformed,
primers installed
upside down so
round does not fire

A report reflecting widespread unhappiness with the SA-80 rifle – standard
issue for all British forces – is being studied by the House of Commons
Defence Committee. British troops claim the weapon jammed frequently

during the Gulf War, putting their lives at unnecessary risk

Alleged faults detailed in the report


