Shetlands fight to control the slick
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Spraying detergents

Chemical detergents break up the oil into
droplets which then sink. Dispersants must be
sprayed before the oil becomes viscous and
forms an emulsion resistant to chemical attack
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Oil-eating bacteria

High concentrations _ High winds
used for shore and pushing oil under
‘) land clean-up. Selected booms erected to

‘cocktail’ of nine strains best protect salmon cages
able to deal with light crude raises levels of naturally present oil-eating bacteria.
Advantages: bacteria clear not only surface contamination but also penetrate
deeper, porous levels, working through all degradation and returning the
environment to its original state. Disdavantages: unknown, possibly detrimental,
consequences of massive increase in bacterial population
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