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Plutonium flights from Germany to UK

A major consignment of radioactive plutonium has been flown from Germany
for storage at Dounreay, Scotland. The 3.5kg cargo – which left Frankfurt on
Tuesday – was preceded by a number of smaller secret shipments. Seven

flights are planned carrying more than a tonne of plutonium which was
originally destined for a German fast breeder reactor which never opened.
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Frankfurt

Karlsruhe
Atomic
research centre

Dounreay

Wick

Manchester

Lossiemouth

Hanau

Dounreay
Fast breeder reactor due

to close March 1994.
123 plutonium fuel rods to be

stored while Germany seeks a buyer.
80 fuel rods sent from Belgium in 1991

Spent fuel
carried by
road to
Frankfurt

Possible
route of
aircraft

G E R M A N Y
ENGLAND

SC
O

TL
A

N
D

Environmental groups
allege that shipments of
plutonium are regularly 
transported on cross-
channel ferries
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