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R A C I S T  V I O L E N C E
The rise of the
far right in Europe

In the wake of communism’s collapse, Europe is witnessing a resurgence
of right-wing ideology – most ominously in vicious attacks on immigrants
and foreign workers. Germany has seen 1,800 attacks so far this year but
outbursts of racism have also occurred in Spain, Italy, France and Austria
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15 serious racist 
attacks this year, 
mainly against 
north African and 
Dominican 
immigrants. In 
November alone, 
one Dominican 
woman killed in 
Madrid, another 
Dominican home 
burnt down, 
Egyptian had both 
legs broken. 
Violence seems to 
have no particular 
party affiliation

S P A I N
Spaniard beaten 
and stabbed by 
Milan skinheads. 
Jewish cemeteries 
vandalised and 
shops plastered 
with Stars of 
David. Authorities 
estimate 1,000 
active ‘Nazi-Skins’ 
mainly in Rome 
and Milan. 
National Right 
Socialist 
Movement 
(MSI-DN) – 
descendent of 
Mussolini’s 
national socialism 
– and emerging 
Lombard League 
openly hostile to 

I T A L Y
G E R M A N Y

Government estimates 40,000 neo-Nazi extremists, 
including about 4,000 violent skinheads, responsible 
for 1,800 racist attacks and 16 deaths this year.

Most common are arson and petrol bomb attacks on 
hostels for asylum seekers and refugee homes, smashing 
windows of Turkish homes, attacking individuals with iron 
chains and the desecration of Holocaust memorials. 

The recent deaths of a Turkish woman and two 
girls in a fire-bomb attack in Mölln motivated the 
government to ban the Nationalist Front party, but 
violence continued in Stuttgart, Leipzig and 
Eberswalde.

Three days of talks between government and 
opposition leaders failed to agree reform of liberal asylum 
laws which draw refugees and economic migrants in their 
thousands and which are seen as part of the recent surge 
in right-wing anti-foreign violence

Moslem and Jewish 
cemeteries defaced 
by neo-Nazi graffiti. 
Support for 
Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s National 
Front (FN) – 
actively opposing 
immigration – has 

Anti-foreign and 
anti-semitic feeling 
on the increase. 
Austrian Freedom 
Party (FPO) 
petitioning for end 
to all immigration 
and the segregation 
of foreign children 
in schools
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