The shipment of 1.7 tonnes of plutonium from France to Japan aboard
the Akatsuki Maru will be conducted under conditions of utmost
security, yet environmentalists claim that safety precautions are still
inadequate for the 17,000 mile journey
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non-stop voyages up to 17,000 miles

Holds separated by watertight bulkheads

Akatsuki Maru

Originally built for British Nuclear Fuels and
called the Pacific Crane, the ship was modified in
Belfast earlier this year to protect it against terrorist attack
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Counter-terrorism:
Patrol ship Shikishima
with twin anti-aircraft guns,

two 20mm machine guns
and two Puma helicopters
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Cargo monitoring:
Four beacons transmit data
from radiation detectors

in each hold. Beacons will
operate to a depth of 26,000ft




