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The annual rate of deforestation has doubled over the
past ten years as developing countries sell timber to meet
mounting foreign debt repayments. Environmentalists are
calling for ‘debt-for-nature’ swaps to trade Third World
debt for commitments to protect the rainforests

E A R T H  S U M M I T

Swapping debt
for nature

KEY
1989
figures

Deforestation rate
per year (% of total)

Forest already
lost (% of total)

Remaining
forest

Total foreign debt
(as % of exports)

1. MEXICO

7,000 sq km (4.2%)

234,000 sq km (59%)

166,000 sq km

$95,642m (39.6%)

2. COLOMBIA

6,500 sq km (2.3%)

421,000 sq km (60%)

278,500 sq km

$16,887m (45.9%)

3. BRAZIL

50,000 sq km (2.3%)

660,000 sq km (23%)

2,200,000 sq km

$111,290m (31.4%)

4. INDIA

4,000 sq km (2.4%)

1,435,000 sq km (90%)

165,000 sq km

$62,509m (26.4%)

5. BURMA

8,000 sq km (3.3%)

255,000 sq km (51%)

245,000 sq km

$1,761m (30.4%)

6. THAILAND

6,000 sq km (8.4%)

361,000 sq km (83%)

74,000 sq km

$23,466m (15.9%)

7. INDONESIA

12,000 sq km (1.4%)

360,000 sq km (30%)

860,000 sq km

$53,111m (35.2%)

8. PHILIPPINES

2,700 sq km (5.4%)

200,000 sq km (80%)

50,000 sq km

$28,902m (26.3%)

9. NIGERIA

4,000 sq km (14.2%)

44,000 sq km (61%)

28,000 sq km

$32,832m (21.3%)

10. ZAIRE

4,000 sq km (0.4%)

245,000 sq km (20%)

1,000,000 sq km

$8,843m (21.5%)
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