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The annual rate of deforestation has doubled over the

past ten years as developing countries sell timber to meet
mounting foreign debt repayments. Environmentalists are
calling for ‘debt-for-nature’ swaps to trade Third World
debt for commitments to protect the rainforests
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1. MEXICO

~N

245,000 sq km

$1,761m (30.4%)

~

278,500 sq km

$16,887m (45.9%)

Latin
America

3. BRAZIL

~

2,200,000 sq km

$111,290m (31.4%)

Africa

4. INDIA h

165,000 sq km

$62,509m (26.4%)

74,000 sq km

$23,466m (15.9%)

7.INDONESIA )

12,000 sq km (1.4%)

360,000 sq km (30%)

860,000 sq km

$53,111m (35.2%)

8. PHILIPPINES )

2,700 sq km (5.4%)

200,000 sq km (80%)

50,000 sq km

$28,902m (26.3%)

28,000 sq km

$32,832m (21.3%)

10. ZAIRE )

245,000 sq km (20%)

1,000,000 sq km

$8,843m (21.5%)
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