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Making plastic out of plants
Genetically engineered plants which produce environmentally friendly plastic
could become a new and profitable cash crop for farmers. The plastic, called

PHB or polyhydroxybutyrate, is a biodegradable material which has been
used in Germany and Britain since 1990 for packaging hair-care products
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are inserted into
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DNA is the
chemical which
contains the
blueprint to
produce proteins
and control the
synthesis of carbon
dioxide and water into
oxygen, glucose and
eventually starch
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PHB – used for
packaging –
breaks down
when buried
to become a
food source for
micro-organisms


