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40 million people face famine throughout Africa in the most devastating
drought in living memory. Meteorologists blame it on a fluke weather

condition called El Niño – ‘the child’ – which occurs twice a decade. Previous
El Niño episodes, in 1982-83 and 1986-87, were followed by severe drought

El Niño
A combination of two
climatic features;
upwelling – where warm
surface water is replaced by
cold sub-surface water – and
weaker than average trade
winds, which pick up less
moisture from the cold water.
This results in reduced rainfall

Intertropical
Convergence Zone
Trade winds blowing over
oceans meet and rise to
altitude of 12-15km
forming low pressure
bands which normally
cause heavy rainfall

Last year’s
short rains
inadequate.
Current long
rains arrived
late and have
been poorly
distributed

E
L

 N
I Ñ

O
 

Long ‘Meher’ rains
that normally last
from June to
September are
expected to fail

Drought Some rainDry
Trade winds

‘El Niño’ blamed for African drought


