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1. Distress call 
transmitted
from Russian 
fishing vessel
at 04:15 GMT

2. Rescue
co-ordinated 
from RAF 
Pitreavie

3. Five helicopters
and a Nimrod 
scrambled from
Lossiemouth, 
Kinloss and Prestwick

4. Survivors
taken to
Altnagelvin 
Hospital, 
Londonderry
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Ship hit by
giant wave,
4 killed

Winchman is lowered
to sinking ship from helicopter

Cable called a ‘hi-line’ 
is secured to ship so that
helicopter can hover
at a safe distance

Winchman and
survivors are 
lifted from ship. 
Remaining
crew members 
pay out
the hi-line
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