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Oil discharged at sea
1 million tonnes*

Zinc
23,600

Arsenic 820

Cadmium 150

Mercury 50 Nickel 1,450
Chromium 4,200

Copper 4,400
Lead 6,800

Hazardous
waste
incinerated
at sea:
93,000 tonnes

Industrial waste
dumped into
the North Sea:
5.5 million
tonnes
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Highly toxic halogenated
hydrocarbons released
from incineration:
2.5 tonnes

Polluting the North Sea
The Dutch call it ‘one of the most polluted seas on earth’.

The British government describes it as ‘a wholly healthy body of water’.
This is what we dump in the North sea each year (tonnes per year)

*estimate


