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Toxins in the Rhine*

*measured at the Dutch border

Lead
Phenols
Arsenic
Cadmium
PCBs
Mercury

1,200 tonnes
400 tonnes
322 tonnes

80 tonnes
20 tonnes
16 tonnes

Effluent discharge between the Dutch
border and Krefeld: 32,000 tonnes

Total effluent discharged between
Dusseldorf and Mainz: 95,700 tonnes

Dusseldorf: 32,000 tonnes
Cologne: 7,000 tonnes
Burrig: 43,800 tonnes
Factories on theRiver Wupper:

3,000 tonnes

Main river: 84,000 tonnes
Neckar river andAshaff river:

6,000 tonnes

Mannheim: 40,000 tonnes
Ludwigshafen: 33,000 tonnes
Höchst andGriesheim: 

34,000 tonnes
Karlsruhe: 5,300 tonnes

Other sources: 9,900 tonnes

Total effluent discharged
between Mannheim andSwiss border:

112,300 tonnes

Basleregion:
10,000 tonnesSwitzerland
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Europe’s most polluted river
Discharges of effluent into the Rhine are strictly licensed by the German

authorities but 20 million people must still drink its water
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