ERS-1: Europe’s laboratory in space
The satellite, to be launched by the Ariane 4 rocket on May 3, will provide
scientists with data to help understand how the world’s oceans effect climate

ERS-1 SAR Antenna

Altitude: 780km ‘Synthetic-aperture’ radar

Weight: 2,380kg provides sharpest images

Cost: $600 million of sea, coast and land.
Can detect objects as
small as 30m wide
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