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26 April 1986:
the explosion
The reactor
contained
200 tons of
uranium fuel.
9 tons of
radioactive
uranium
spewed
into the
atmosphere,
700 tons of
radioactive graphite
fell around the power station

Sarcophagus roof
Built around ruins in 1986.
Roof constructed from pipes
overlayed with steel plates

Danger – Remaining uranium fuel
180 tons of uranium mixed with 4,000 tons of
sand used to fight the fire lies on the reactor
floor. Danger of a self-sustained chain reaction
and fresh discharges of radioactivity
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Radioactive particles
washed by rain into
the ground
water

Groundwater
Contaminated
water flows
into Pripyat
river which
then flows into
Dnieper river

Drinking water
Dnieper supplies 35 million
people with drinking water

Danger – Sarcophagus walls
60 metre high walls, 6 to 18 metres
thick. Walls are crumbling from
the effects of heat  generated by
remaining uranium

River
Pripyat

Danger – Reactor lid
Lid, weighing 2,000 tons, rests above
remaining fuel and radioactive graphite.
It could fall and release more radioactivity
through holes in the sarcophagus walls

Remains of Chernobyl pose new dangers


